Human T-cell lymphotropic virus type I associated adult T-cell leukaemia/lymphoma in Taiwan Chinese.
Twenty-five Chinese patients with human T-cell lymphotropic virus type I (HTLV-I) associated adult T-cell leukaemia/lymphoma (ATLL) were identified in Taiwan. No patients had been outside Taiwan and none were descendants of Japanese heritage. Their ages ranged from 28 to 71 years. There were 17 men and eight women. Main clinical and laboratory features at presentation were lymphadenopathy (16), skin lesions (11), hepatosplenomegaly (11), pulmonary lesions (11), hypercalcaemia (10) and bone marrow infiltration (14). Peripheral blood was characterized by leucocytosis with presence of pleomorphic abnormal lymphocytes but rare anaemia or thrombocytopenia. The clinical subtypes were acute in 15, chronic in three, smouldering in one, and lymphoma type in six. The immunophenotypes of the ATLL cells were characterized by the expression of CD2+, CD4+, CD7-, CD8- and CD25+. The overall prognosis was poor with a median survival of 5 months. The acute form had a significantly shorter survival (2 months) than lymphoma type (13 months). Susceptibility to various infections was common. Pulmonary complications accounted for 73% of the causes of death. The clinicopathologic features of ATLL in Taiwan are indistinguishable from those in HTLV-I endemic areas. The present series adds to the knowledge of the worldwide pattern of the disease.